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Democratic Congressman
Matt Cartwright calls
Republican Mayor Cusat
“ENTERPRISING & EFFECTIVE!”

Mayor Stays,
Chief Stays..

Advertisement Paid for by Friends of Jeff Cusat

Yo u S h o u l d R E - E L E C T M AYO R C U S AT !

ON A MISSION

Hazleton Needs to Keep
Team Cusat/Speziale!

As reported in the April
4th edition of the Standard
Speaker, Hazleton Police
Chief
Jerry
Speziale
has informed the voters
of Hazleton that he is
committed to Mayor
Jeff Cusat and his
Administration.

“As long as Jeff Cusat
is the mayor of Hazleton, I
remain committed, “Chief
Jerry Speziale said Tuesday.
“I would like to continue
with the progress that we
made with the hopes that
the residents can give
us this opportunity.

We are truly a team and I
hope the public recognizes
that.” Speziale insists that
he “had no discussion with
anybody to leave Hazleton
whatsoever.”
“I will continue as the
chief of police as long as

Mayor Jeff Cusat will
have me,” Speziale said. “I
remain committed to the
public in serving them.”
“He expressed to me
that we are a team and
as long as I’m here, he
will be here,” Cusat said.

Mayor Cusat created a true open-door policy where anyone can stop by his office to visit,
ask a question, or raise a concern.

HAZLETON HIRES
24 POLICE OFFICERS

Jeff Cusat has led the way to a safer City by Hiring 23
Patrol Officers and Chief Jerry Speziale. Dating back to
when Jeff Cusat first raised his hand and took the oath
a total of 24 police officers have been chosen to be part
of the HPD team. The 24 were chosen from hundreds
of applicants and have varying degrees of experience.
Among these fine individuals were more female police
officers and more minority police officers than all other
administrations combined. In addition to these hiring’s,
Cusat has promoted the first female detective in the
department’s history. This detective’s attention to detail,
ability to work well with children, and her toughness was
recognized and rewarded.
Cusat said the police deparment has seen many
changes over the years, including in technology, that
helped take a great department to new heights and chased
criminals out of town.
Each day, Hazleton officers are tasked with saving
lives in the city they are committed to serving. Recently
four new officers made a commitment to the city and
six others committed themselves to accepting new
challenges.
“I wish you strength, courage, wisdom and most of all
peace,” Cusat said. The future of the city is in the officers’
hands, the mayor continued. “Handle it with care.”

hundreds of jobs, bring in
millions of tax dollars, and
start the economic boom
in the area of the southern
beltway. People are feeling
safer and are moving into
the city causing available
residential properties to
disappear off the market.

Congressman
Cartwright Applauds
Hazleton Mayor Cusat

A recent ruling handed down by arbitrator Walt
De Treux’s sided with the City of Hazleton on whether
overtime should be factored into the formula for
calculating police pensions. De Treux’s ruling dismissed
the grievances filed by retired officers over timeliness
issues and on merit.
This ruling clarifies the pension calculation
discrepancy that was brought to the attention of Mayor
Jeff Cusat and his administration about three years
ago. “We finally got a ruling on an outstanding issue so
that the city can move forward,” Cusat said upon the
announcement.
The grievances are the result of a pension
calculation dispute between the City of Hazleton and
Fraternal Order of Police Power City Lodge 18 according
to arbitration.
The overtime calculation could have increased
the city’s annual pension payment by up to $488,000 per
year, based on estimates from the actuary.
“We appreciate the efforts of our police
officers and all our first responders. There is a variety
of procedural matters clouding our pension documents
and it’s good to have a decision made that validates our
position and saves taxpayer dollars” concluded Mayor
Cusat.
Under the direction of Chief of Police Jerry
Speziale, the City of Hazleton has a full time 24 hour a
day state of the art Police Department staffed with 42
officers and includes a Special Operations Group.

Democratic Congressman Matt
Cartwright stated on FOX News
that right here in Northeastern PA
Enterprising and Effective Mayor
Cusat is first in line to receive
funding for an additional 3 cops to
bring the number of his force to 45.

CRIME STATS PROVE THAT HAZLETON IS SAFER!
HAZLETON COMPSTAT CRIME DATA

CATEGORY

2015

2016

2017

2018

2018 vs 2017

2018 vs 2015

MURDER - HOMICIDE

2

2

2

0

-100%

-100%

CRIMINAL NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

0

0

0

1

100%

100%

RAPE

7

8

7

9

29%

29%

ROBBERY

65

47

22

20

-9%

-69%

AGG ASSAULT

34

38

55

73

33%

115%

OTHER ASSAULT

82

81

90

84

-7%

2%

BURGLARY

121

84

117

84

-28%

-31%

LARCENY THEFT

362

240

181

120

-34%

-67%

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

49

27

30

25

-17%

-49%

WEAPONS

60

61

68

52

-24%

-13%

VANDALISM

214

133

120

90

-25%

-58%

TOTAL CRIME

996

721

692

558

-19%

-44%

UNIFORM CRIME DATA
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Economic Growth
Public Safety
Community
Accomplishments

every
individual
equally and fostering
mutual understanding
within entire Hazleton
community.
The
vision
to
accomplish
this
mission centers on
individual responsibility
for decisions and the
willingness to face
the consequences of
those decisions. All
will be held to the
same standards of
the codes, customs,
and responsibilities
embedded
in the heart
of our laws.

Hazleton Saves Pension
Fund $480,000.00
Annually with
Arbitration Award

ECONOMIC GROWTH
Mayor Cusat has been
working with Blue Rock
Investments and Blue
Rock Construction to
develop 95 acres of
undeveloped
land
to
create a 1.4 million square
foot, $150 million-dollar
facility that will create

The administration
of Mayor Jeff Cusat is
dedicated to creating
safer neighborhoods,
vibrant
business
districts, and a more
efficient government in
the City of Hazleton.
Building on the
strong roots of hard
work and community
engagement,
the
Cusat Administration
continues to establish
the City of Hazleton
as a community that
people enjoy living,
working and visiting
as they interact with
friends, family and coworkers.
This
mission
focuses on treating

See
MayorCusat.com
for Hazleton
Progress

CRIME IS DOWN BY 44%

YOUR VOTE COUNTS..
PLEASE VOTE ON
TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2019.

WEATHER

Future Looking Brighter

